
 

 
 

Inzolo Exclusive Game Lodge: paradise for birders and conservationists 
 

In a secluded valley in the heart of the Eastern Cape bush lies Inzolo Exclusive Game Lodge, a 5-star 
boutique lodge that offers spectacular bird watching opportunities and impressive conservation 
programmes.  
 
The area in which Inzolo is situated is home to five different biomes: namely fynbos, rynostaveld, 
forest, thicket and grassland. With this unusual combination of contrasting landscapes and 
vegetation types in a relatively small area, the bird life is also highly varied and contrasting.  
 
Even the short 15 minute drive from the reception to the lodge meanders through four of the 
different biomes, and guests often spot rare and exciting species such as Black Harriers in the grass 
land, and Forest Buzzards further down the valley.  
 
Home to some 180 species of birds, visitors can expect sightings of the beautiful and elusive Narina 
Trogon, the Blue Mantled Fly Catcher, the Knysna Turaco and Knysna Woodpecker as well as Green 
Wood Hoopoe, Wood Owl, Crowned Eagle and Booted Eagle, and Crowned Hornbill. 
 
With the lodge itself perched on a rocky outcrop surrounded by forest with dramatic cliffs, caves and 
different rock formations, guests can enjoy excellent bird viewing from their private decks, with the 
likes of Rock Kestrels nesting close by. The main deck area, which overlooks a large dam, is the 
perfect place to watch the many water birds and seasonal migrants that make this place home, while 
the Hamerkops, whose nest in an ancient Yellowwood tree overlooking the water hole, often put on 
a show for guests. 
 



Head Ranger, Dave Wilmington, says that some rare birds have been spotted on the reserve in 
recent years. “One especially unique species is the Dwarf Bittern, spotted recently way out of its 
normal habitat as it is usually only found as far south as Mozambique. This rare find meant that 
guests at Inzolo managed to capture perhaps the first ever pictures of the bird in this area and it has 
already grabbed the attention of the local birding groups.”    
 

 
 
Inzolo's interactive Buffalo breeding project has also meant that the resident colony of Red-Billed 
Oxpeckers, which were introduced back into the area around 50 years ago are thriving, while the 
Marsh Owls in the conservation area are often seen out in the open during the day, unlike other owl 
species. 
 

 
 
The team at Inzolo Exclusive Game Lodge is passionate about and committed to the conservation 
and sustainability of the land. Hunting is prohibited on the reserve and the lodge has successfully 
launched two special conservation initiatives – the interactive Buffalo breeding project and the 
protection of the endangered Cape Mountain Zebra, the smallest of the zebra species, which is 
threatened due to habitat loss and irresponsible hunting.  



Wilmington says that the Buffalo breeding project has been so successful that earlier this year 10 of 
the male offspring born since their introduction there three years ago have been re-located to 
different reserves and breeding projects. “Since then, another large breeding bull has been 
introduced to the remaining females and already proven his productivity and the success of the 
project: earlier this month Dr William Fowlds – the famous Rhino vet and ambassador for anti-
poaching – confirmed that at least one of the cows is about three months pregnant, which means 
there are probably more expecting cows as well.” 
 

 
 
Guests are invited to help dart the buffalo in order for the conservation team to test for TB and 
other related diseases, and a protected enclave has been set up for the Cape Mountain Zebra to live 
and breed in.  
 
Inzolo Exclusive Game Lodge is nestled within 6500 hectares of unique flora, 250 hectares of which is 
used for the lodge’s conservancy project, and is in close proximity to both Port Elizabeth (80km) and 
the historic city of Grahamstown (30km).   

For more information on Inzolo or to book your stay at Inzolo Game Lodge, please contact the team 
on +27 64 625 7687 or info@inzololodge.co.za  / www.inzololodge.co.za  

For press queries, please contact Gillian Gernetzky on 082 892 8378 or gill@nickyarthurpr.com.  
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