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In September last year, FNB Namibia 
Holdings’ @Parkside building became 
the first 5-star Green Star Africa rated 
building in Namibia and, indeed, outside 
South Africa. All 5-star Green Star 
buildings are considered to exhibit ‘African 
excellence’ in terms of environmental 
sustainability, but in the case of this 
project, its commitment to community 
development and integration makes it 
particularly special. 

@parKsiDe: tHe first 5-star 
green star BuilDing in namiBia 

A key property on the Freedom Plaza 
precinct
FNB @Parkside is one of the key properties in the N$3.5 
billion, 80 000m2 Freedom Plaza precinct development 
in the heart of the Windhoek CBD. The mixed-use 
development, which offers retail, residential, hotels, 
entertainment and offices interlinked in a single 
energised location, was born in early 2009. 

Upon completion, the plaza will boast four premium-
grade office towers – of which FNB @Parkside is 
one – spanning some 35 000m², two hotels, three 
residential apartment blocks including 180 airy lofts 

By Gill Gernetzky
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and penthouses, 8 000m² of retail space and 2 000 
parking bays.

Developed by United Africa Group, the award-winning 
Freedom Plaza represents the largest private property 
investment in namibian history. United Africa Group’s 
vision for the precinct is to create a liveable urban 
development characterised by parks, open public 
spaces, views and quality mixed-use real estate. 
Freedom Plaza is also key to the City of Windhoek’s 
programme to revitalise the CBD.

Revitalising the Windhoek CBD
Philip Young, United Africa Group’s general manager 
for real estate and property development believes that 
Freedom Square will go a long way to encouraging 
economic and social development in the Windhoek 
CBD. “By creating an inviting space which serves the 
public needs of Windhoek, a sustainable city for all 
can be ensured,” Young says.

The vision for the precinct was the inspiration behind 
two community integration innovations implemented 
at the FnB @Parkside development, which scored 
Green Star innovation credits for the project and 
contributed to attaining the 5-star rating. 

As part of the project development, community trader 
stalls and amenities have been installed on the active 

street network along Independence Avenue, adjacent to 
Freedom Plaza and FnB @Parkside, which has helped 
to revitalise the central business district and bring 
tourists close to the commercial zone of Windhoek.

In addition, community accessible bicycle racks 
have been installed for use by building visitors and 
community members, and to encourage commuters 
to cycle rather than use motorised transport. This is 
in line with the City of Windhoek’s Urban Transport 
Masterplan, which promotes non-motorised transport 
and pedestrian and bicycle movement.

Creating a sense of place
Young says that the development of Freedom Plaza 
and in particular, FNB @Parkside, has had a significant 
positive impact on the urban landscape of Freedom 
Plaza and the Windhoek CBD. “The generous retail 
spaces leading onto the main street, urban café’s 
and well-designed public furniture have proven to 
significantly increase pedestrian engagement with 
the surrounding buildings, and has brought a sense 
of place and culture to the inner city, while adjacent 
residential developments are returning life to the CBD.”

According to the Project for Public Spaces, designing 
and creating public places like Freedom Plaza has 
the potential to truly transform the hearts of local 
communities. They are locations where community 
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comes alive, where bonds among neighbours are 
strengthened and where a sense of belonging is 
fostered. They are locations that spark economic 
development and drive environmental sustainability.

Young agrees and says that the sensitive development 
of a building or precinct can help to integrate and 
enhance the needs and spirit of the surrounding 
community. “The inclusion of sustainable urban and 
social improvements such as the integration of traders, 
alternative mobility via e-bikes, and cultural events such 
as public dance and art offers a significantly improved 
social relevance to the urban realm. In addition, the 
development of the urban street as a meeting place for 
diverse community participants and activities enables 
the artisanal local traders’ stalls to enjoy access to the 
CBD ‘market’ which integrates sustainable economic 
practices within the urban fabric.”

Forging strong partnerships
Freedom Plaza has been developed in partnership 
with the City of Windhoek, which has been a key 
stakeholder and role player in the sustainable 
development of the CBD from the outset. The City 
itself has ambitious plans for the future growth and 
development of Windhoek, chief amongst these 
being smart public transport systems and continued 
development through public-private partnerships. 
Windhoek’s mayor, Muesee Kazapua, noted that these 
public-private partnerships have resulted in significant 
development over the past few years, including the 
construction of the FnB development and the 5-star 
Hilton Hotel, also on Freedom Plaza. Addressing a 
business forum in September last year, he said: “These 
mixed developments are clear testimony that our 

business community is positively responding to the 
City’s call to revitalise the CBD area.”

Dacre Hattingh, development manager for Eris 
Property Group which developed the FnB building, 
says that the revitalisation of the site is in part as a 
result of the urban design as specified by the master 
developer responsible for the precinct plan, but also 
due to Eris’ professional team’s interpretation of the 
requirements and their ultimate design of the space, 
undertaken with the assistance of WSP, the green 
building consultant on the project. “It’s also interesting 
and encouraging for us that these innovations have 
inspired other building owners in the area to consider 
including similar facilities due to the positive impacts 
they are seeing from our project.” 

Growing significance of community-
focused public spaces
Cities are expected to grow exponentially to 
accommodate our ever-burgeoning population – in 
fact, by 2030, urban areas are expected to expand to an 
area nearly the size of Mongolia, in order to meet the 
needs of the 1.47 billion or more people living in urban 
areas. With this in mind, the role of community-focused 
public spaces will become more and more significant. 
Urban public areas are dynamic spaces that play a vital 
role in the social, economic and physical well-being of 
urban areas, their residents and visitors. They provide 
respite from urban intensity for residents and bring 
people together across social, economic and racial 
divides. With the help of FnB namibia, Freedom Plaza 
looks set to become a catalyst for all of these things 
among the communities in Windhoek.
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